Shirley A. Ridgley
July 5, 1930 - August 11, 2014

Shirley A. Ridgley, 84, Green Bay, died peacefully early Monday morning, August 11,
2014, at home. Born July 5, 1930, in Green Bay, she is the daughter of the late Clarence
and Evelyn (Fritsche) Wohlfeil. In her early years, Shirley was employed as an elevator
operator at Prange’s where she met her future husband, Dean Ridgley. She later worked
as a housekeeper at the Midway Motor Lodge. Shirley frequently took walks to one of her
favorite spots, the Southwest Branch Library. She will be remembered for her enjoyment
of reading, walking and riding her bike, playing Solitaire, Scrabble, working crossword
puzzles along with baking her famous raspberry and pumpkin pies.
Shirley is survived by three children and one son-in-law, Wendy and Joe Kunesh, John
Ridgley, all of Green Bay and Heidi Ridgley of Washington, D.C.; four grandchildren, Ryan
(Kelly) Kunesh and their children, Reese and Tyson, Howards Grove, Justin (Mary Beth)
Kunesh, Milwaukee, Ashley Kunesh, Portland, OR and Dustin Ridgley, Green Bay; one
brother and sister-in-law, Terrance and Lois Wohlfeil of Wautoma; former husband, Dean
Ridgley; nieces and nephews, Barb (Paul), Kim (Mike), Linda (Dan), and Steve (Melanie);
and other relatives and friends.
Visitation at MALCORE (West) Funeral Home, 1530 West Mason Street, Wednesday,
from 4-8 p.m. Parish wake service, 7 p.m., Wednesday at the funeral home with Nancy
Lemerond, Pastoral Associate officiating. Visitation continues Thursday morning at St.
Joseph Church, 936 Ninth Street, from 9:30 a.m. until the time of the funeral. Funeral
Memorial Mass, 10:30 a.m. Thursday at the church with the Rev. Ryan Starks officiating.
Burial in Woodlawn Cemetery.
Shirley’s family extends a special thank you to Unity Hospice, particularly Melissa, and
also to Marlene Palmer, who assisted in making mom’s life as comfortable as possible in
her final weeks.
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Comments

“

So sorry to hear of your loss Wendy! Big hugs to you all. Samantha, Sebastian,
Simon and Gisella

Samantha Pacifico - August 15, 2014 at 06:36 PM

“

Sorry to hear about your loss of your mother aunt Wendy. You and your family are in
our thoughts and prayers.
Love, Emilie, Jason, and Connor Harr

emilie harr - August 15, 2014 at 11:48 AM

“

My condolences to the three kids of Shirley and to Joe; I know how hard it is to lose a
Mom and my heart goes out to all of you.
I never met Shirley, but I knew Heidi at UWM and even if Heidi is the smallest chip off
the block, I know Shirley was a wonderful person.
I'm wishing all of you the best as you deal with this tremendous loss.

Kevin from UWM, now in Minneapolis.
Kevin Czmowski - August 14, 2014 at 03:45 PM

“

Kevin, thanks so much for taking the time to write such a thoughtful message. Shirley
would've entertained you tremendously :-)
Heidi Ridgley - August 22, 2014 at 12:23 AM

“

shirley was such a kind and gentle soul. she is now in heaven,smiling down

judy ridgley - August 12, 2014 at 07:28 PM

“
“

Will miss her so much
Jennifer Lynn - August 12, 2014 at 09:04 PM

Thank you so much for being there for us . I have fond memories of our family gettogethers.
Wendy - August 15, 2014 at 11:43 AM

“

I was Shirley's neighbor Jennifer for 4 1/2 years & from the first day I lived at duplex
we were like 2 peas in a pod, so close, went for walks, picnics, out to eat at krolls &
bay family restaurant with her brother Terry...they took me in like family... I will always
have a special place in my heart for Shirley, I just wish I could have seen her one last
time but I know she is looking over me from Heaven

Jennifer Lynn Binish - August 12, 2014 at 05:47 PM

“

Thank you for being such a good friend to my mom. She spoke of you often until her final
days and enjoyed her
time with you so much that I will always think of you fondly. Thank you for coming tonight.
Heidi Ridgley - August 14, 2014 at 03:01 AM

“

Thank you. My mother always talked about the good times and laughs you had over ice
cream at her house or sitting outside together. She always said you were like a daughter to
her. Thank you for being a good companion to her in her last years.
Wendy - August 15, 2014 at 11:36 AM

“

My late mother and late father, Maurice & Angie Murphy, thought the world of Shirley.
God Bless you.

Timothy Murphy - August 12, 2014 at 12:54 PM

“

Thank you. I have such great memories of working with your dad. He was such a wonderful
and caring man.
Wendy - August 15, 2014 at 11:45 AM

“

I think I can still hear her giggling...............! Hoping she finds LOTS to giggle about
now. Sending my condolences, and healing thoughts to my dear friend, Heidi-Ann
and the rest of the Ridgley clan. Wish I could be there.....but my days of riding
Greyhound buses from Connecticut to Wisconsin have long since passed!! =) All the
best! XO

Lizabeth - August 12, 2014 at 11:50 AM

“

Lizabeth! She giggled until she couldn't anymore. YOU would've loved the stories at the
wake. Thank you for thinking of us my dearest friend xoxoxoxoxoxoxo
Heidi Ridgley - August 14, 2014 at 02:55 AM

“
“

Thank you for your kind words.
Wendy - August 15, 2014 at 11:46 AM

I just found out about Shirley's passing. I wish I would have known so that I could have
brought my mother (Doris Rawlsky) to the service. Several years ago, my sister and I
brought our mother to visit Shirley. They both were Prange elevator operators together. We
had a wonderful visit, and many, many laughs. So sorry for your loss!!
Barb Rawlsky-Willett
Barb Rawlsky-Willett - January 25, 2015 at 09:16 PM

