Raymond E. Behnke
April 25, 1932 - April 20, 2016

Raymond E. Behnke, 83, Green Bay, made his journey home late Wednesday evening,
April 20, 2016, after battling Alzheimers for many years. Born April 25, 1932, in Little
River, WI, he is the son of the late Gust and Ida (Ahrens) Behnke. Ray faithfully served his
country in the US Army during the Korean Conflict. He married Betty Marquardt on June
22, 1963, at St. John’s Church in Grover. Ray worked as a meat packer for Armours and
later at Hillshire Farms retiring in the late 1990’s. In his retirement he worked at Festival
Foods as a bagger. Ray will be remembered for his enjoyment of camping and fishing with
his family at White Potato Lake; deer hunting; tending to his lawn and garden; listening to
Polka music; woodworking; watching the Packers and Brewers; and volunteering at
church wherever there was a need.
Ray is survived by his wife of 52 years, Betty; children Doreen Hermsen of Green Bay;
Michelle (Bill) Donart of De Pere; five grandchildren, Nick and Travis Hermsen; Jordan,
Luke, and Kristin Donart; siblings, Jeannine Thor; June (Clarence) Schaut, Harvey (Jan)
Behnke, Diane (Harvey) Marquardt, Mary (Simon) Nowak, and Linda (Ernie) Votata;
brothers and sisters-in-laws, Norman (Irene) Marquardt, Carol Behnke-Kilmer, Lenea
(Ray) Carlson, Sylvia (Delmar) Kienitz, Kenny (Judy) Marquardt, and Marilyn Marquardt;
many nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents; father and mother-in-law, Henry and Gertrude
Marquardt; one brother, Roy Behnke; brothers and sisters-in-law, Henry Marquardt, Jr.,
Marion and Willard Hanneman, Gordon Behnke, Clarence Kilmer, and Ray Thor.
Visitation at St. Mark Lutheran Church, 2066 Lawrence Dr. De Pere, Sunday (April 24)
from 3-7pm Prayer service 7pm at the church. Visitation continues Monday (April 25) at
the church from 9-11am. Funeral Service 11am Monday at the church with Pastor Chris
Johnson officiating. Military honors to follow the funeral. Burial at Nicolet Memorial
Garden.
Ray’s family extends a special thank you to the caring staffs of Maple Ridge, Heartland

Hospice, especially Brenda, and to Dr. James Williams.
I commit myself to God’s care, secure in His love for me and trusting in the salvation
purchased for me through Christ’s suffering and death. I leave those who survive me the
comfort of knowing that I have died in this faith and have now joined my Lord in eternal
glory.
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Comments

“

So sorry to hear about your loss, very fond memories of Neville Street.
Mike LaViolette

Mike LaViolette - April 25, 2016 at 06:23 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss Betty. You and your family are in my thoughts and
Prayers. Ray will be greatly missed. I will never forget the the hug he gave me and
rubbed my arm and the way he held my hand and didn't want to let go. I will also
miss seeing you every day. Please take care of yourself.

Misty Buettner - April 25, 2016 at 12:57 AM

“

Betty I am sooo sorry for your loss! Even though I was not there I enquirered often of
you and Ray. I greatly missed you both and will always carry memories of Ray, he
was such a joy to work with and be around. I miss his smiles and funny little faces he
made. He could always get a laugh. Hugs to you and the family. Blessed be

Teah Bersch - April 24, 2016 at 11:42 PM

“

Dearest betty so sorry for your kids Raymond was a wonderful man I enjoyed taking
care of him and even more so visiting with you and your wonderful family he will be
missed but he's free from his disease now prayers to you and your family

Ashley waniger - April 24, 2016 at 09:43 PM

“

Dear Betty,
I am so sorry for your loss. My prayers go out to you and your family in this difficult
time. It was a pleasure getting to know both you and Ray. Your commitment to Ray
was such a beautiful thing to see day in and day out. May the Lord bring you comfort,
strength and peace.
Whitney K

Whitney K - April 24, 2016 at 07:50 PM

“

My Dearest Betty, Doreen, and Michelle
I am so saddened to hear that our Ray has passed on. I am so sorry for your loss.
My thoughts and prayers are with all of you at this time. I thought of him quite often. I
will miss him, but I am glad to know that he is at peace. I miss you Betty. I hope your
doing ok. all my Love, Michelle Labine former CNA at San Luis/Maple Ridge

Michelle Labine - April 24, 2016 at 03:11 PM

“

Sending thoughts and prayers to all of Raymond's family during this very difficult
time.
-Taylor Komorosky

Taylor Komorosky - April 24, 2016 at 11:15 AM

“

When my dad would ground me from the garage Raymond would let me borrow tools
from him to fix my bike when I was very young. And anyone that lived on Neville can
remember the block parties!! they always ended up at his bar. Great Man!
Tod Stoychoff

Tod Stoychoff - April 22, 2016 at 10:17 AM

“

There are so many memories of Ray, it is hard to pick one. He and his wonderful
family lived across street from me, our children grew up together and we shared
many good time and a lot of laughter. He was always willing to lend a hand to any
one in our closely-bonded neighborhood and always had a smile on his face.
His yard and garden were perfectly kept, and after his retirement, he spent most
of his days, insuring they stayed that way. He was a quiet, patient and caring man,
and will definitely be missed by many. His wife, daughters, son-in-law and grandchildren are blessed to have had him in their lives. Prayers and thoughts go out
to them, in their time of mourning and sorrow. Rest in peace, dear friend, until we
meet again.
Connie (Stoychoff) Waldvogel
Hilbert, Wisconsin

Connie Stoychoff Waldvogel - April 22, 2016 at 09:24 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers to you Aunt Betty, Doreen, Michelle and Bill and all the kids.
Rest in peace Uncle Raymond--Love Brenda

Brenda Zeitler - April 21, 2016 at 08:05 PM

“

Keeping all of you in our prayers, may he rest in peace. He will always have a special place
in my heart. Love Cassidy
Cassidy - April 21, 2016 at 10:09 PM

“

Rest in peace Uncle Raymond, you will be missed. Aunt Betty, Doreen, Michelle and Bill,
and grandchildren, know that we are thinking of all of you and that you are in our prayers.
Randy and Teri Carlson
Teri Carlson - April 22, 2016 at 05:35 PM

“

To Betty and Ray's family, my thoughts and prayers are with you all. I am happy to have
known Ray and to spend time with all of you. Betty, your love and dedication is an example
of what love and commitment looks like. He will be missed.
Shawna Gilmet - April 25, 2016 at 08:40 AM

