Mary E. Van Lanen
October 17, 1935 - April 22, 2016

Mary E. Van Lanen, 80, Green Bay, passed away at home surrounded by her loving family
Friday, April 22, 2016. Mary was born October 17, 1935 the daughter of the late Henry
and Anna (Worachek) Duquaine. She married Richard H. Van Lanen October 25, 1952 at
St. Louis Church, Dyckesville. Mary was a teacher; she graduated from Door Kewaunee
Teachers College in Algoma in 1962. She went on to earn her Masters degree from
Oshkosh University in 1975. Mary was a part of the Wisconsin Reading and Teaching
Association, National Reading Association and was on the CP board. She taught Catholic
Instruction at St Peter & Paul Church and was a Teacher and Reading Specialist at St.
Bernard’s Catholic School from 1981, retiring in 1991. Amongst all her academic
accomplishments she enjoyed sharing her time with her family. Mary enjoyed many
activities with her grandchildren, helping to raise them, taking them to numerous parks
and especially supporting their education. She also enjoyed cooking family meals.
Her true calling may have been as a caretaker, tending to the needs, both physically and
through prayer, of all who were suffering. Her love for others was reflected in the giving of
herself, especially her mother and husband.
She is survived by her children, Robert (Rhonda) Van Lanen of Algoma, Roger (Polly) Van
Lanen of Suamico, Ronald (Mary M.) Van Lanen of Green Bay, Ann (Doug) Wichman of
Green Bay, and Richard (Yvonne) Van Lanen of Green Bay; sisters, Carol (Will Deceased) Borley of Green Bay and Donna (Gerald) Fabry of Brussels, brother-in-law
Ken (Sue) Van Lanen; 12 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren and many nieces and
nephews; companion cat Prince Henry.
Mary was preceded in death by her parents and her husband Richard H. “Dick” (Aug. 18,
2009).
Visitation at Malcore (East) Funeral Home, 701 N. Baird Street), Thursday April 28, 2016
from 2pm until the time of the Funeral Mass at 4:30pm at SS. Peter and Paul Church with
Rev. Anthony Cirignani, OFM officiating. Entombment at Shrine of the Good Shepherd

Mausoleum.
The family would like to thank Aurora Medical Staff and Hospice Staff for all their kind
assistance and support. A special thanks to all family members, especially Doug and Ann
Wichman, for their time and effort to allow our Mother to live her final days comfortably at
her beloved home.
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Comments

“

Mary Elizabeth Van Lanen was preceded into heaven with her Brother In Law
Edward Joseph Tremble Jr. (1929-1996) First Husband to Mary's Sister Carol Ann
Duquaine.

Gary A. Tremble - February 09 at 12:24 PM

“

We will truly miss Grandma Mary. Without family in Wisconsin, she was our family's
surrogate Grandma. Jake & Abbi have fond memories of visits and goodies.
Grandma Mary would never let you leave her home without something and she
always had a hug and smile for visitors. She was always doing for others and
thinking about others before herself. I have fond memories of talking with her about a
variety of things and always taking time to share stories with her any where we met
in Green Bay. Our thoughts are with her family at this time. We are sadden that we
were not able to attend the service to share our support and thoughts in person. Your
mother, grandmother, great grandmother and mother-in-law was a very special
person and loved by so many people. We are blessed to have known her and our
lives will be forever impacted. Linda Peacock-Landrum, John Landrum, Jake & Abbi

Linda Peacock-Landrum - April 29, 2016 at 09:08 PM

“

Linda Peacock-Landrum & John Landrum lit a candle in memory of Mary E. Van
Lanen

Linda Peacock-Landrum & John Landrum - April 29, 2016 at 09:02 PM

“

MARILYN CICHE JANOWSKI lit a candle in memory of Mary E. Van Lanen

MARILYN CICHE JANOWSKI - April 28, 2016 at 12:18 PM

“

We are sorry we are unable to give our condolences in person. Mary always thought
of others before herself. She will be missed and the field of education lost one of their
finest! Mary was a caretaker and always helping those who were suffering, which
was a testament to her loving character.
We pray she is now with all the loved ones who have gone on before and that they,
again, enjoy each other's company in eternal love and life.
THE CHILDREN OF DORIS (WORACHEK) CICHE

MARILYN CICHE JANOWSKI - April 28, 2016 at 12:17 PM

“

Dear Van Lanen Family
The Parish family of SSPP sends our prayers and condolences to all of you
during the loss of our dear Mary. May her soul and the soul's of all the faithful
departed
rest in peace.
God bless all of you
Peace
Fr. Tony and Parish

fr. tony - April 24, 2016 at 09:03 AM

