Joseph Yeager
November 24, 1964 - November 22, 2017

On November 22, 2017, Joe literally flew into the eternity of God on an American Airlines
flight en route to visit his brother John for Thanksgiving. Joe told a flight attendant that he
didn’t feel well and collapsed. The family is grateful to all the people involved in the rescue
efforts.
Joe was born to Robert and Delores Yeager on November 24, 1964 in Milwaukee. He
grew up in Green Bay and graduated from Green Bay West High School. He completed
degrees in Travel and Tourism from the College of DuPage (IL) and Mathematics from
Roosevelt University in Chicago.
From little on Joe was fascinated with all things travel and visited different countries all
over the world. He enjoyed returning to the College of DuPage to teach travel and tourism
classes for many years. Joe belonged to the “Airliners Club” and shared his interest with
many friends. Joe had his own travel business and his many faithful clients will miss his
attention to detail.
Joe loved children, and as a young man worked summers at Bay Cliff Health Camp for
children with disabilities. Joe worked 20 years as a substituted elementary school teacher
in Illinois. He especially loved being “Uncle Joe” to his Yeager nephews John, Matt, Lucas,
and Michael as well as his nieces Nora Lea and Dorothy Hearn.
Joe studied piano and organ and played for services at many churches in the Chicago
area. His large garden was a defining feature of his life. He showed up before work to tend
to his plants and share the rich bounty with many friends and acquaintances.
Joe’s cheery smile and caring spirit will be missed by many people.
Joe is survived by his brothers, Charles (Annie) Yeager, and John (Debbie) Yeager; two
sisters, Clare Yeager (special friend, Jerome), Helen (James) Hearn; stepparents, Mary
Lea and Brad Jones; and his very special friend Ann Ducas.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Robert and Dolores Yeager; aunts and uncles;
and cousin, Mike Yeager.
Visitation at Blessed Sacrament Church, 825 N Webster Ave, Green Bay,WI. Saturday,
Dec. 2, from 9:30 a.m. until 10:30 am. Funeral 10:30 a.m. at the church with the Rev. Mike
Scolare officiating. Burial at Greenwood Cemetery in DePere. Malcore (East) Funeral
Home & Crematory assisted the family with arrangements, 432-5579.
In lieu of other expressions of sympathy, a memorial fund has been established at the
funeral home.
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Comments

“

Hello,
I knew Joe since he started his garden plot in 2006. I along with some of the
gardeners at the Elmhurst garden plots would like to either have a plaque in Joe'a
honor placed on a tree in the area of the plots or a entirely new tree. If the family
would be interested in doing this, I would be happy to coordiante with the Elmhurst
Park District. Please contact me at ntfarrell9@gmail.com
Thank you,
Norma Farrell

Norma T Farrell - June 19, 2018 at 07:11 AM

“

I opened my email with the subject Joseph Yeager, when I saw his name I began to
smile and my expectation was to read about a vacation plan or a class schedule or
day trip to United Airlines, never ever would have expected to read that Joe as I had
the pleasure to call him, would be gone on to glory.
I was a travel student at the College of DuPage, from the first day I meet him he
encouraged me to pursue a career in travel. I took ill during that time and wanted to
quit but Joe would not hear of it. Needless to say as I walked across that stage on
June 15 2015, Joe's vision for me had become a reality. There's so many wonderful
memories I have of him and his stories of his travel experiences, his love for the
travel industry, the children he worked with and of coarse his garden. I have decided
to return to COD to complete my bachelor's in Travel in 2018, I was looking forward
to seeing Joe's face, his smile and rosey cheeks. I will forever be grateful to him.
Mr. Joseph Yeager until we meet again, I'll miss you, there's a part of my success
that is dedicated solely to you.
My condolences to his family who he spoke of often. May God continue to comfort
you and shower you with great peace in your time of loss.

Gloria Funderburg - December 04, 2017 at 09:58 PM

“

I met Joe at Bay Cliff Health Camp back in the 80's and I enjoyed his funny antics as
Mrs. Joe and his clever Bay Cliff newsletter. We remained friends and kept in touch
after Bay Cliff.
Later, Joe moved to Illinois and he literally lived 5 minutes from my parents' house!
He visited me in Madison, WI and he I always saw him in Illinois when visiting my
parents. Every summer, I would get to see Joe's wonderful garden and his cute little
garden apartment.
Joe became friends with my parents and my mom would leave money for him at my
hometown bakery (to buy special treats for himself) and Joe would drop off "little
guys" (as my mom and him called them), which were little cherry tomatoes from his
garden.
Every Christmas, Joe would come over to my parents' house after Christmas and he
would love to share Christmas cookies and conversation. I will truly miss him this
Christmas. I will also miss his Christmas letter and airline Christmas card.
Joe would always think of my family and me. He grew to know my husband and my
daughter and he even babysat her once when she was younger. Joe was always
remembering us on our birthdays and he always remembered me with that special
Kirchbaum coffeecake. He enjoyed it too!
My husband sent an early birthday email to Joe on Nov. 21. Here was Joe's reply:
Thanks John for the message. I appreciate it. I will be going to Florida to see some
family and friends over the holiday weekend. I look forward to the coming year! Joe
It was hard to read this, but in my heart, I know that our Joe is happy to be with his
mother whom he lost at such a young age. I also feel that he is chatting with my
mother (whom I lost on 1/5/17) and they are maybe even speaking German with
each other. He also enjoyed trying his German out on my dad, who is from Europe.
Joe had some good advice for me the last time we spoke about a month ago (about
my father's illness) and he was positive and comforting. I will always remember Joe's
signature "sign off' when we said goodbye. "Auf Wiedersehen, Schuss!" I know that
Joe and my mother will make sure to watch over us and keep us safe. I (we) look
forward to the day that we meet again, my friend.
Elizabeth, John, and Jessica Haase, Madison, WI

John, Elizabeth, and Jessica Haase - December 01, 2017 at 10:04 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Joseph Yeager.

November 30, 2017 at 11:36 PM

“

Remembering what a wonderful time we had with Joe on Pine Island and at The
Barn for Deb & John's wedding. He truly was a ray of sunshine and that fabulous
smile will be missed by all. Keep everyone up there smiling and shine that brilliance
down on us my sweet, dear friend. My deepest sympathy for all he left behind.
Joan Larsen

Joan Larsen - November 30, 2017 at 11:04 AM

“

How I will miss Joe and his Christmas letters! He always filled them with things that
were important to him - family, friends, food, faith, and flights! Whether it was by letter
or phone, his messages were always filled with adventure and a true sense of joy.

Karen Schlicher - November 28, 2017 at 06:08 PM

“

Mr Yeager I can not expreess how sad I am I miss you please come back to life
please-Rafael Franco LP student

Rafael - November 27, 2017 at 10:45 PM

“

Ray and Debbie Larabee purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family
of Joseph Yeager.

Ray and Debbie Larabee - November 27, 2017 at 07:18 PM

“

My heart hurts for Joe's Family. Joe helped me to visit places I had only dreamed
about. The first time I met him it was as if I had known him all my life. God has
something bigger for Joe to do. He will be missed by so many of us left behind.
Rose from Chicago.

Rosetta Thurman - November 27, 2017 at 12:54 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Joe. My sincere condolences. I have known Joe since
junior high school. Over the years we have kept in touch and we used to get together
when I lived in Ohio. We always had a good time talking about the places we have
been and all the same people we knew. Also talking bout gardening. He liked what I
did with the landscaping I did at the house I was at. We always joked bout all the
dumb stuff we that you remember from your early years in life. We would sit up till all
hours of the night and laugh and joke about a lot of things. I will always remember all
the weekends we got to together in Ohio or Pittsburg and the time Ann and my
girlfriend Roxanne complained that Joe and I made them walk all around Pittsburg
and we got lost and the girls complained there feet hurt.( they didn't wear walking
shoes) I will miss you!! No matter where I lived it always seemed we always
connected. You where always a very sincere and great person. I WILL miss my
Christmas card with the recap off the year. Take care my friend . Now you can travel
where you want! isn't that what angels do?
Thanks again for being a friend.
Kevin Matzke

kevin - November 27, 2017 at 01:30 AM

“

My sincere condolences to all of Joe's family and his extended family, who were
many, I am sure. I first met Joe at an Airliners conference, and remember him as a
young eager beaver about all things to do with airplanes. The last time I saw Joe,
was in 2009, at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn., he was on his way to visit family
but stopped off to see my husband, Terry, who was very ill. Terry died several days
later. I was so grateful that Joe took the time to do that - but that was Joe. November
22, was Terry's birthday, how profound. I hope he said "Happy Birthday" and I am
sure Terry's reply would be "Ta Mate". Will miss our chats about our respective
gardens. With Sadness.
Anne Waddington

Anne Waddingtom - November 26, 2017 at 08:30 PM

“

Joe was super helpful with arranging travel. Really knew what he was doing, Sent
him some clients and got some tickets from him that were just right. Sure had fun
with him at many Airliners International conventions. He loved to laugh, had a
winning smile, and was easy- going. He had lots of friends, and some special
traveling buddies. He had some funny expressions we made fun of and it just made
him laugh all the more. Still in shock. He will be missed!
Dave Powell

David C Powell - November 26, 2017 at 04:46 PM

“

I worked with Joe at Apollo Travel services many years ago and we stayed in touch
after all these years even if it was just a Christmas card. He was a kind and
wonderful man whose passion for Travel was powerful. I will miss him so much. I am
so blessed to have known him. God bless you Joe and I pray for healing and
acceptance for the family members.

Deborah Williams - November 26, 2017 at 12:36 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear that Joseph didn't make it. We did everything we could on the
flight, and I hope your family finds comfort in that. Please know I have and will
continue to pray for your family and Joseph's peace.

AWL - November 25, 2017 at 07:29 PM

“
“

Many are grateful for your efforts!
David C Powell - November 26, 2017 at 04:47 PM

What a lovely man, I can hardly believe he in gone. On one of the many trips he planned
for us I ran into a snag in Bonn, Germany and on a whim dialed his cell number. He picked
up and said in that familiar, reassuring tone of voice, "of course I can help you, didn't you
know I speak German?" And, of course, he did. Rest in peace dear friend, I'm better for
having known you...
Chuck Reiter
Chicago
C Reiter - November 27, 2017 at 05:45 PM

