Jane (VanderMeer) Chartier
June 26, 1934 - October 6, 2014

Jane (VanderMeer) Chartier, 80, Green Bay, died unexpectedly at a local hospital on
October 6, 2014, after a brief illness. Born on June 26, 1934, in Middletown, OH, and
raised in Waterbury, CT, she is the daughter of the late John and Mildred (Coleman)
VanderMeer. Jane married Richard Chartier on October 1, 1959.
She graduated from Michigan State Normal College (Eastern Michigan) in 1956 with a
Bachelor’s degree in Occupational Therapy. Jane worked at Brown County Mental Health
Center for over 27 years, until her retirement in 2002. She was involved with the League
of Women Voters, and was a proud mother of four children. Jane was a kind caring
person, whose kindness transcended both her personal and professional life. Her children,
friends, and patient’s welfare and happiness were paramount in her life. Jane also
possessed great skills in sewing and handicrafts as she made most of her children’s
clothing as well as down jackets and other winter garments for her children herself. She
was also very proficient in knitting and cross-stitch. Every winter she handmade Christmas
ornaments, inspired by important family or current events for her friends and family. In
Green Bay she was an avid gardener and grew organic vegetables before they became
popular. After her divorce from Richard in 1974, she worked full-time and had onehundred-percent responsibility for raising her four children, which she did selflessly and
admirably. After a full day at work, she always made dinner and enjoyed that ritual time
speaking with her children. When her children became adults, she enjoyed a cocktail hour
and spending that time discussing both politics and the Packers. Jane was always an avid
Packer fan who wore jerseys on game day and bought her children stock in the team. She
was always a thoughtful daughter, and spent hours every week talking to her mother in
Connecticut during her mother’s elderly years. Jane was very fond of the Christmas
season, spending that time thinking about and purchasing many thoughtful gifts for her
children and grandchildren. Although, Jane was never fond of traveling, she often visited
her children in both the state of California and the country of Norway. She always loved
living in her house on Monroe St. in Green Bay, but came to also find happiness in her
final years at the Age Well assisted living center. At Age Well, she enjoyed the social
activities and community spirit.

Jane is survived by four children, David (Toni) Chartier, Tiburon, CA, Mark (Gerardine)
Chartier, Oakland, CA, Matthew (Pamela) Chartier, San Jose, CA, and Brooke Chartier,
Green Bay; four grandchildren, Max, Mia, Piper, and Zoe Chartier; one sister, Suzanne
(Robert) Shaw; three nephews, Bruce and Douglas Shaw, and Paul VanderMeer.
She was preceded in death by her parents; one brother, Col. Richard (Liz) VanderMeer;
and three nephews, Jeffrey Shaw, Jeff and John VanderMeer.
Private services will take place at a later date in California.
Funeral arrangements are being handled by Malcore (East) Funeral Home & Crematory,
432-5579.

Cemetery
Memorial Crematory
701 N. Baird Street
Green Bay, WI,

Comments

“

I worked at brown County Mental Health Center for decades and hers was a smiling
face I was always glad to see and will always remember.

CJ Krause - October 25, 2014 at 03:18 AM

“

I was honored to work with Jane for many years at Brown County Mental Health
Center and to call her "my friend". Jane was a lovely woman who cared about
everyone and especially our residents. She indeed worked in the right field.
She often spoke about how what her children doing and how much she loved
them.... the same was true with her grandchildren. I hope that they understand love
she had for each of them!
I admired Jane greatly. She will be missed....

NANCY TOMCHEK - October 22, 2014 at 05:02 PM

“

So sorry my good friend Jane has passed. I worked along side her for over 25 years
at the Mental Health Center. She was a beautiful person. She was, by far, the best
therapist and person I have ever worked under. We shared many good times working
hard and having a few laughs along the way. Her solid philosophy regarding
treatment modalities and how people should be treated in general connected with me
and I always respected her for it. She always talked lovingly of her children and
cherished her time with them.
It doesn't happen often when you're lucky enough to have known such a sweet,
intelligent, and modest lady. The impact she had on my life helped me to learn the
best
ways to respect and treat one another.
Even though our paths haven't met much in recent times, I will miss her. She will be
in my prayers
Herb Foote

Herb Foote - October 13, 2014 at 02:13 PM

“

Brooke,
Though it's been nearly 40 yrs, I'll never forget your mom's delightfully
warm and uplifting personality, the yummy cheese fondue and delicious homemade pies she made for our Sunday night get togethers, the beautiful and
intricate Christmas ornaments she made by hand, which I adored and tried to
emulate on my own, but was never able to. One day your mom, knowing how much I
loved those ornaments, presented me with one as a gift, a lovely white angel
with little gold beads around the halo. I was beyond thrilled to have
something that had fascinated me for so long, and absolutely treasured it. It
was such a thoughtful and generous gesture. When I look back, I can
appreciate it even more as I was just a little kid and those ornaments had to
have taken many days, possibly even weeks to create.
Your mom was the ideal nurturing mother, loved by all who knew her, and I can
tell by your beautifully written, sensitive and deeply caring tribute to her,
that her heart of pure gold lives on in you.
Sending much love, strength and comfort to you dear Brooke and Chartier
family.
Kay H.

Kay Hubin - October 12, 2014 at 12:36 PM

