James F. Simonet
October 27, 1926 - November 3, 2013

James F. Simonet, 87, Green Bay, passed away peacefully with his daughter at his side,
early Sunday morning, November 3, 2013, while at the Jack and Engrid Meng Hospice
Residence. Born on October 27, 1926, in Green Bay, he is the son of the late Clarence
and Lillian (Warner) Simonet. Jim is a graduate of Premontre High School, Class of ‘44
and also attended St. Norbert College before entering the military. He served in the Pacific
Theater while in the US Army. Jim was proud to have obtained the rank of Sargent at the
age of 18. After his military discharge, he married LaVerne LaRoche on August 30, 1948,
in Green Bay and she preceded him in death on January 14, 1994. Jim later married
Carole Trehus and she also preceded him in death in May of 2006.
Jim will be remembered for his work ethic, gourmet cooking and sense of humor. He was
in the wine and spirits industry for well over 50 years and served as the president of
Gateco Liquor Company in Eau Claire for over 30 years. Early in his life, he also worked
as a reporter for the Green Bay Press-Gazette. Jim received many awards and
acknowledgements for his wine acumen. He had a personal friendship with the late Vince
Lombardi and with many of the players in that era. Jim was also a member of the
American Legion Post and the Knights of Columbus.
Jim is survived by his daughter, Dianne Crowley of Wauwatosa; four grandchildren,
Brenda, Joseph, James, and Jackson; one sister, Patricia “Pat” Green of Appleton; one
brother, Donald Simonet of Marinette; one sister-in-law, Beverly VandenBoom of Green
Bay; numerous nieces, nephews and other relatives.
He was also preceded in death by his brother Roger.
Visitation at Malcore (East) Funeral Home, University Ave. at Baird Street, Saturday,
November 16, 2013, from 10:00 a.m. until the time of the service. Memorial service 12:00
p.m. (noon) Saturday at the funeral home. Burial in Allouez Catholic Cemetery with full
military honors.

Jim’s family extends a special thank you to the staff of the Jack and Engrid Meng
Residence and everyone with Unity Hospice for their compassionate care.
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Comments

“

I was long time friend of Carole's and had the pleasure of getting to know your father
over the years. He was such a kind gentle spirit and I am so sad to learn of his
passing. I loved how quick he was to put others at ease with a joke and how he
found joy in simple things. I am very sorry to hear of your loss. My best to you and
your family, Kimberly Kalupa, Germany.

Kimberly Kalupa - March 15, 2014 at 05:24 PM

“

Hi Dianne - I know we have lost touch, but I just found out about your dad and I
wanted you to know that I am very sorry for your loss. Jim was a very kind man and
I'm sure he is being well taken care of in heaven. You are in my prayers. Pam
Brantner

Pam Brantner - December 04, 2013 at 11:01 PM

“

“

Thanks Pam. I appreciate your thoughts and prayers.
Dianne - February 11, 2014 at 05:07 PM

Hi Dianne. You don't remember me; your family lived behind us in Putnam Heights
when you & I were kids. Our dads were good friends for many years. I remember
your dad coming across the yard to have my mom & dad sample some new liquor or
wine on the back deck. I live in Oshkosh but I check the E.C. paper every now &
then. I wish I had seen this obit sooner; I would have driven up to G.B. last weekend.
So sorry for your loss; your dad was a great guy.
Tom Kelly
3131 Elk Ridge Dr. unit B
Oshkosh, WI 54904
920-479-6038

Tom Kelly - November 20, 2013 at 10:11 PM

“

Thanks Tom, I do remember you. Thanks for your thoughts and kind words.
Dianne - February 11, 2014 at 05:08 PM

“

Jim gave me my start in the liquor and wine business twenty three years ago and I
am still in it. I owe him not only for that,but also teaching me how to respect and treat
people. He was maybe, the worlds last gentleman,and a great cook. We all always
loved it when he made his famous "Green Bay Chili".Rest in peace my friend!

mark felmlee - November 18, 2013 at 09:20 AM

“

Thank you Mark. He definitely was a great man, a gentleman and he loved to cook. I
appreciate your kind words.
Dianne - February 11, 2014 at 05:09 PM

“

Jim was a great neighbor in Esu Claire Wi!

norm and judy gilmer - November 16, 2013 at 09:09 AM

“

The dad across the street growing up, defining dapper and gentleman for me! How
sad I am to hear, it has been so long Dianne. I remember easily your parents and
how deeply you were loved. What great neighbors; you three! What great kindness
and cheer and humor was always there. As a young child they always made me feel
such a welcomed guest. I can just imagine what a full and joyful grandparent he has
been. I am sad for your great loss I am glad you could be with him, I pray you are
comforted with the knowledge of how greatly blessed you were to be his little girl. I
am truly sorry I am not a little nearer, I am in Minneapolis, and cannot make the
service tomorrow. My heartfelt sympathies.
Carrie Gilmer

Carrie Gilmer - November 15, 2013 at 06:26 PM

“

I have so many memories of Jim, whether it was running into him at Draganetti's,
being at his home for dinner or when he and Carol would come to my home for a
meal. He was always such a gentle man, filled with love of life and always with kind
words for the people in his life. The times we spoke on the phone when he was still in
Arizona saddened me that this fine man would suffer from ill health. Jim, continue to
smile, fix those great meals, and open a bottle of fine wine as you entertain those in
heaven! Thanks for leaving to all who knew you the great memories and, Dianne,
may those memories comfort you during this time of loss.
Sandy Eustice

Sandy Eustice - November 15, 2013 at 04:44 PM

“

“

Thank you so much Sandy.
Dianne - February 11, 2014 at 05:11 PM

Dear Dianne,
I was your first grade teacher at Manz school in Eau Claire.
Your parents were so proud and thrilled to bring you to my room for your first big day.
I enjoyed you as a student very much.
Your parents invited my husband and me for dinner. Your dad was an excellent cook.
We would see Jim at Thriftway, and other places over the years.
Always so gracious and enjoyed giving me updates about you.
May your memories of a true gentleman, friend, and father bring you comfort.
Our sympathy and prayers to you and your family,
Barbara and Phillip Fey, Eau Claire, WI

Barbara Fey - November 13, 2013 at 10:24 AM

“

Thanks Mrs. Fey! You were my favorite teacher ever. I have great memories of first grade
as part of your class.
Dianne - November 15, 2013 at 11:19 AM

“

Ruth Kilness lit a candle in memory of James F. Simonet

Ruth Kilness - November 12, 2013 at 10:34 PM

“

“

Thank you Ruth. Especially for taking the time to be with me.
Dianne - February 11, 2014 at 05:11 PM

i was jims son tn law many years ago . i had lunch almost every sunday at hts home
,he was the best cook i have known . i am sorry to see him go . mike mccann

mike mccann - November 12, 2013 at 09:45 PM

“

Jim was a patient at our dental office in Eau Claire for a few years and the staff will
always remember him as a perfect gentleman with a positive greeting and smile.
I am sorry that we had lost touch through the years and we all wish that we could
have had that one last moment more recently. He will be missed by many. I find
myself smiling as I leave these thoughts about Jim, a very special friend. And how
could we ever leave out a comment about Jim's cooking? Rest in peace Jim. We
love you.
Cort and Jane Decker and Saff
Oakwood Hills Family Dental - Eau Claire

Cort Decker - November 12, 2013 at 06:25 AM

“

I also had a first with him- chick peas/garbanzo beans cooked with chicken. I
remember him always cooking! He also taught me that chicken is the one food that is
acceptable to eat with your fingers, even in a restaurant. Often I still think of that
when I am eating chicken! And he knew his manners. Wonderful man.

Ruth Kilness - November 09, 2013 at 04:50 PM

“

I remember how kind he was to me as Dianne's friend. I also experienced his great
love of food. I ate my first Chicken Kiev made by him, and he brought us to a fancy
supper club - Fran's I believe - and made me feel like such a lady. Rest in Peace Jim.

Laurie Weaver - November 08, 2013 at 04:17 PM

“

It seemed like Jim was always cooking whenever I visted Dianne. I remember eating
a steak he made one day. It was out of this world.

Jeanne Watson - November 08, 2013 at 04:13 PM

