Helen (Koeller) Bardwell
November 22, 1952 - March 31, 2022

Helen (Koeller) Bardwell, 69, Green Bay, passed away while surrounded by her family
after a courageous battle with cancer, Thursday evening, March 31, 2022, at a local care
facility. Born November 22, 1952, in Green Bay, she is the daughter of the late Ralph
Koeller, Jr. and Geraldine (Millhiser) Koeller. Helen attended St. Patrick's grade school and
is a graduate of West High School, Class of 1971. She married Craig Bardwell and shared
many years of marriage and together raised two daughters, Cassy and Christy. Helen had
worked for the Green Bay Public Schools for over 38 years starting as a noon hour
supervisor. She finished her career, retiring as a Para at MacArthur Elementary School in
2021, a place where she truly loved her job and the staff over the many years.
Helen was a Girl Scout leader, crafter and enjoyed Christmas bulbs. She truly enjoyed her
many excursions with her girls and being a "Nana".
Helen is survived by her two daughters, Cassandra Patske and Christy Bardwell; her very
special granddaughter, Soraya Burks; the father of her daughters, Craig Bardwell; two
sisters, Sue Jorgensen, Antioch, IL, and Stacey (Mike) Cullian, Crystal Lake, IL; brother,
Robin (Lynn) Koeller, Green Bay; her second mom, Janice (Dave) Hill, Crystal Lake, IL;
godsons, Jason Bardwell and Andrew Steffel; godmother, Helen Coonen, Green Bay;
special aunt, Jo Millhiser Kumbalek, Green Bay; along with many other nieces and
nephews.
She was preceded in death by her parents; grandparents; brother-in-law, William "Bill"
Jorgensen; and two special black labs, Dixie and Shadow.
Gathering time at Malcore (West) Funeral Home, 1530 West Mason Street, Saturday, April
16, 2022, from 11am until the time of the service. Memorial service, 2:00 pm Saturday at
the funeral home.
Visit www.malcorefuneralhome.com to share a condolence with the family.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial fund will be established in Helen's name.
Helen's family extends a special thank you to Dr. Groteluschen and his caring staff; also to
the wonderful staff of Cardinal Ridge and Unity Hospice. The family is especially thankful
to the many family and friends that spent time visiting with Helen throughout her journey.

Previous Events
Gathering
APR 16. 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM (CT)
Malcore Funeral Home & Crematory West
1530 West Mason Street
Green Bay, WI 54303
https://www.malcorefuneralhome.com

Memorial Service
APR 16. 2:00 PM - 2:30 PM (CT)
Malcore Funeral Home & Crematory West
1530 West Mason Street
Green Bay, WI 54303
https://www.malcorefuneralhome.com
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SB

I worked with Helen…..she was one remarkable para….
My heart goes out to her family.
Susie Beverstein
Susie Beverstein - April 03 at 08:13 PM

KK

Helen loved working at MacArthur Elementary! She made programs for plays,
helped with bulletin boards, set up field trips, and planned staff gatherings. She
was our "glue" and filled gaps that we didn't even know existed. She was our
friend as well and she will be missed greatly! Kay Knapp, retired teacher
Kay Knapp - April 03 at 08:42 AM

After fighting a 2+ years battle with cancer and unselfishly going through medical
trials to help find a cancer cure for future cancer victims, our brave Helen made
the decision that she was no longer prolonging life, but prolonging death and that
she would die "at her new home" with the same courage and clarity that she
brought to life and to the people and work she loved. I will miss her "fierce
dedication to doing what's right", her counsel and her unconditional friendship for
the last 50 years. Helen meant a lot to many and to me personally. Her physical
presence is gone; but, the lessons she taught us in life and while courageously
approaching death will serve us all well for many years to come. Helen made the
world a better place for many and she would want us to think of all the joy, love
and laughter that still remains in this world. My Dear Friend Helen (born on the
same day as me, November 22, 2952), I will miss you and your beautiful smiling
face! You were always one of my heroes! May you Rest in the Peace you so
richly deserve! Luv Always, Dusty xoxo
Kathryn Hoppa - April 02 at 06:17 PM

