Gemma Mary Templeton
May 14, 1940 - March 20, 2020

Gemma Mary (Fendt) Templeton, 79, Green Bay, passed away Friday, March 20, 2020, at
a local hospital. She was born May 14, 1940 in Watertown, daughter to the late Eugene
and Lillian (Tyson) Fendt. She graduated from Watertown High School, and married
Donald H. Templeton on May 25, 1963, at St. Henry Catholic Church in Watertown.
Survivors include her husband, Donald; 4 children: Michael Templeton; Joan Templeton
(Joe) Bergner, and their two children, Simon and Audrey; Jean (Tory) Raether, and their 3
children, Seth, Grace and Melanie; and Karen Bradley (John Weber}; and Mary (Eugene)
Fendt, numerous nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.
In addition to her parents, Gemma was preceded in death by an infant brother, Anthony,
as well as her other siblings: Jane (Gerald) Schubert, Margaret (Rudy) Bohlman, Marion
Belling, Eugene Fendt, Bernard Fendt, and Dorothy (Paul) Bohlmann.
Gemma was a very giving person. She spent years volunteering in various ways, including
years with Unity Hospice and Meals on Wheels. She was always willing to put others first
and lend a helping hand.
To her immediate family, she was affectionately known as “Minga”. Her first grandchild,
when trying to say Grandma kept saying “Minga” and the name stuck. She loved the
name; it was special and unique – just like her. She LOVED her family and would do
anything for them – right to the very end.
Each of us have special memories of her that we will cherish. She will be sorely missed by
her beloved husband, Don, and the rest of her family. When it is safe to have a Memorial
service, we would love to hear your memories of her as well. She was a hugger (a BIG
one) and hated the current state of the world. She would have been up all night praying for
her family and the rest of the world.
Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on Monday, July 20, 2020 at 10:30 a.m., at

Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church, with Fr. Anthony Cirignani officiating. MASKS ARE
REQUIRED AT CHURCH. Malcore Funeral Home is assisting the family. Online
condolences may be expressed at www.malcorefuneralhome.com In lieu of flowers please
consider the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation at www.jdrf.org. or Meals on
Wheels.
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Mass of Christian Burial

10:30AM - 11:30AM

Saints Peter and Paul Church
710 North Baird Street, Green Bay, WI, US, 54302

Comments

“

My condolences to the Templeton family. I recently met Gemma and Donald and was
working with them as they planned the next chapter of their lives in a new home.
Gemma was a very sweet woman. I could see she was committed to Donald and her
family, doing whatever she could to make the transition out of the family home, to
their new home to give them a comfortable place. Again, my condolences the the
entire family.
Kelly Froland

Kelly Froland - April 02 at 09:57 AM

“

I am sorry for the loss of Gemma. You never met me and I am sure she never spoke
of me but she and I were classmates in grade school. I lived on 3rd St and she lived
on 4th Street. So many times we played and did things together. I specifically
remember one time when she and I went to St. Henry's Church all by ourselves. We
were good Catholic girls and decided we would pretend we were a pries and a
communicant. It was definitely not a naughty thing in our mind and, besides, we did it
at the side altar and used a vigil light for the chalice. We weren't there long when the
then principal of the grade school came in through the back door of the church. We
stopped immediately and hid underneath a pew. The nun came right down there,
made us come out and then one on one side and one on the other of the nun had to
pray out loud to ask for forgiveness. I have thought about that many times since then.
I always wondered where Gemma was. A classmate of ours called me last night to
tell me of this. She was a lot of fun. I moved from Watertown when I started high
school but still have many fond memories of my time living there and still see good
friends from there.
By the way, my husband and I live only a few blocks from the Notre Dame Convent in
Elm Grove. She would have smiled to know that !
It sounds like she never changed throughout her life. I will remember Gemma in my
prayers. I certainly did have a lot of fun times with her..
Barbara (Matasek) Salisbury

Barbara Salisbury - March 31 at 06:33 PM

“

To Don and the Templeton Family: All our sympathies to you. Jemma was a friend
and neighbor for decades. She was such a hard worker, but most importantly, a
good, kind person, Always eager to help. She will be sorely missed.
Tim & Marcia Meyer

Green Bay
Timothy Meyer - March 30 at 07:07 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss; I worked and laughed with Gemma when she worked at
NWTC. She was such a classy lady and was very proud of her kids, she loved
sharing stories of their time spent together. RIP my friend.
Kathy Flemal
Green Bay

Kathy Flemal - March 27 at 11:42 PM

