Ret. Col. Eugene "Gene" Tatro
December 1, 1934 - November 27, 2014

Retired United States Air Force Colonel Eugene “Gene” Tatro, 79, Green Bay, died
peacefully in his sleep at home on Thursday, November 27, 2014. Born in Antigo,
December 1, 1934, he was the son of the late Joseph and Viola (Theisen) Tatro.
Gene joined the United States Air Force after graduating from the Air Force Academy in
1955 and earned multiple medals of distinction during his military career. He married the
former Carole Price on June 20, 1964, at Lakenheath Air Force Base in Suffolk, England.
He served his country faithfully as a fighter pilot, air operations officer, and director of
operations until his retirement in 1981. His career included service in Vietnam.
Following retirement, Gene worked in the residential real estate business in the Green
Bay area for many years. He enjoyed recreational boating on various Wisconsin waters
with his family, grilling out on weekends, playing racquetball, traveling and enjoying
cruises with Carole and watching Packers games. He was a longtime member and
volunteer at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Green Bay.
Gene is survived by his wife, Carole, of Green Bay; 4 children, Tina (Peter) Barth of
Sheboygan and their children, Aaron and Nicole; Teresa (Mark) Nussbaum of Green Bay
and their children, Drew and Luke; Tonya (Scott) Stettin of Villa Park, IL, and Tyson
(Shelly) Tatro of Green Bay and their children, Jaden and Jaxon; 6 siblings, Lucille
(Richard) Utneheimer of Lance, MI, Jim (Midge) Tatro of Antigo, Bill (Diane) Tatro of
Stevens Point, Kathy (Tony) Tillman of Three Lakes, Sue (Laddie) Schmutzer of
Colombus, and Mike (Pat) Tatro of Wausau; further survived by many relatives and
friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents; 2 siblings, Joseph Tatro and Mary (Jim)
Herbold.
Visitation at Malcore (East) Funeral Home, 701 N. Baird Street, Saturday (12/6) from 9:00
A.M. until the time of the Funeral Mass. Funeral 11:00 A.M. Saturday at Saints Peter and

Paul Catholic Church with the Rev. Anthony Cirignani, OFM officiating. Burial will take
place at Queen of Peace Catholic Cemetery in Antigo at 1:30 P.M. on Monday.
The family would like to extend a special thanks to the staff of Unity Hospice for all of their
compassionate care.
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Comments

“

Condolences to the Tatro family.
Gene handled his real estate clients in the same fashion he flew airplanes;
respectfully, methodically and enjoyably. He was level-headed and anticipated the
clients needs in advance to guide them uneventfully from take-off to landing.
Gene was a real professional and he will be missed.
Dick and Mary Jo Montgomery

Dick and Mary Jo Montgomery - December 15, 2014 at 12:29 PM

“

Dear Carol, Tyson and the the whole Tatro family,
You are in our thoughts and prayers. We will miss Gene and the good he did
throughout his life. He was truly a nice man and will be missed by all who knew him.
Take care of each other through these hard times.
Bob,Jan and Jimmy John Harris
Please feel free to call.
Jan Harris-920-468-3123
Jimmy John Harris-715-963-5517

Janice Harris - December 06, 2014 at 09:16 AM

“

Our thoughts are with you and your family, Carole. Gene I a peace now and flying
free.
Love and condolences, Dick and Deidre Schaut and family

deidre schaut - December 05, 2014 at 09:49 PM

“

Carol, Milo And I are very sorry for your loss of Gene. Please know that you and your
family are in our daily thoughts and prayers at this very difficult time. We will miss
seeing him in church.

Milo & Millie Georgia - December 05, 2014 at 02:21 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Ret. Col. Eugene
"Gene" Tatro.

December 05, 2014 at 10:23 AM

“

Carole, Betty and I grieve with you over the loss of Gene. Jim Sullivan, Charlie
Kapusak, Dave Hatten, Bill Douglass, myself and Gene all lived at North Court, RAF
Lakenheath at the same time. We gained camaraderie and friendship that has lasted
throughout our careers. It has always been a highlight of the SSS and 48TFW
reunions to revisit with these fine gentlemen. I am happy that Gene was one of us
and I was one of them.
Strawberry Reynolds

Straw Reynolds - December 04, 2014 at 07:17 PM

“

Dear Carole
Donna and I were saddened to hear of Gene's passing. As a fellow alum with Gene
of the 48th, North Court, CBSA, and SSS, we had the good fortune to occasionally
get together in these retirement years and share memories. Those were the days.
Such alums are fewer and fewer, we'll all join all too soon. Remember the Thomas
Aquinas quote: "Sorrow can be alleviated by good sleep, a bath and a glass of wine."
Our prayers are with you. Donna and Carl Holl

Carl Holl - December 04, 2014 at 06:10 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Carl Holl - December 04, 2014 at 05:58 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Carl Holl - December 04, 2014 at 05:54 PM

“

I recall with happiness the years at Lakenheath AB from 1961-1964. I had the
opportunity to serve in the 48TFW Tac Eval with Gene. He was a fantastic pilot and a
very good friend. I also recall our drives to Newmarket when one or the other of our
cars needed a tune-up from Mr. Goodchild. Gene drove a red Austin-Healy and I
drove a red MGB. We would "follow" (oh yea right "follow", ha) one another to
Newmarket to drop-off a car and then ride back together. The reverse of that process
was completed when the tune-up was done a few days later. Funny thing - I don't
have any recollection of seeing Gene in my rear-view mirror. . .ha I remember too
Gene and Carole in those exciting days of 1964. Please accept my admiration and
sympathy. (Willa sends her best to Carole as well.) Tad and Willa Derrick

Tad Derrick - December 04, 2014 at 01:32 PM

“

You have our deepest sympathy. Keep the faith Carol...John & Sandy Purves

John & Sandy Purves - December 03, 2014 at 04:01 PM

“

On the day the ATOs began our initial training as New Cadets in July 1957, Lt. Tatro
just happened to be my table commandant at lunch. Not waiting for someone else to
push us toward the standards expected of Air Force Officers, he even admonished
us NOT to stick our tongues outside our teeth into our cheeks to clear food in the
presence of other people at the table. He was equally proactive in assuring safety at
the firing range by relying on the sound of a rifle cleaning rod tapping the top of our
steel helmets to get our attention. He meant for us to remember his instructions.
Clearly we did, since that was over 57 years ago!
I am sure I speak for our whole class when we praise Lt. Tatro and the other ATOs
for their professionalism and dedication to their responsibility to get us started on the
path to having integrity first, service before self, and excellence in all we do.
Please know that your husband, father, grandfather, and colleague was a fine man.
May the Holy Spirit be with you all to comfort and strengthen you during this sad
time.
Respectfully,
Thomas J. Eller, President
USAFA Class of 1961

Thomas Eller - December 03, 2014 at 12:24 PM

“

Blue sky now for Gene. Push it up. We'll join up with you soon, I'm sure. Deepest
sympathy to Gene' family.
Keith Acheson & 'Hun Drivers of Iowa'

Keith Acheson - December 03, 2014 at 10:23 AM

“

As a 'doolie' , class of '61 at the Academy, we learned to fear and to love "Lt. Tatro".
Will never for get my first 'meeting' with him.
He was a good ATO and a good man.
You have my deepest condolences.
Jim Hinkle,
USAFA '61

jim hinkle - December 03, 2014 at 09:38 AM

“

Go with God, you'll have clear skies, full tanks and stay airborne forever.
Cheers, K2
Ken Kerwin
Fighter Pilot, Retired

Ken Kerwin - December 03, 2014 at 06:57 AM

“

Gene was one of my mentors as an ATO at the USAF Academy as well as a fellow
F-100 pilot later. As a fellow WI native and Packer fan I wish him smooth skies and
the best to his family. He didn't "graduate" from USAFA but he is still one of us. Gene
Hopp Sun City West, Az

Gene Hopp - December 02, 2014 at 09:58 PM

“

Fr. Tony lit a candle in memory of Ret. Col. Eugene "Gene" Tatro

fr. tony - December 02, 2014 at 09:21 AM

“

Dear Carole & Family - So sad to hear of the death of Gene. The two of you will
always hold a very special place in my heart. May God's love hold you close together
with many loving memories. Debbie & Dom (Baranowski) Reo

Debbie Reo - December 02, 2014 at 07:09 AM

